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 APUSH
DBQ Practice: May 4, 2020

Objective/Learning Target:  
Students will practice annotating documents that are part 

of a DBQ prompt



Warm Up

What  do you think is the most difficult thing to do when writing a DBQ? 
What are your strengths? What do you still need to work on? 



Lesson Activity: Writing A DBQ
● Over the next week, you will be writing an entire Document Based Question Essay (DBQ) using 

the new 2020 guidelines. Each day you will be adding a new piece to your DBQ
● These resources are either direct copies or adaptations of Tom Richey’s APUSH DBQ Prep 

materials found HERE in their entirety. It is a great resource. 
● Each APUSH lesson posted online has two parts. This week, one lesson will focus on more in 

depth targeted writing practice and another will ask you to apply what you learn while writing a 
full length DBQ.

https://www.tomrichey.net/the-apush-dbq.html


The 2020 Online APUSH Exam- There is only ONE 
DBQ, That is the entire test!





Lesson Activity: Looking Over the Rubric
Here is a link to the detailed 2020 Rubric Here is a simplified version of the 10 Point 

rubric. 

https://www.tomrichey.net/uploads/3/2/1/0/32100773/apush_dbq_rubric_2020.pdf


Lesson Activity: Analyzing the Prompt 
When analyzing the prompt you need to think of three things very quickly.

1. How can I rephrase this prompt in my own words? What does it really mean? 
2. What is the prompt asking me to do? What historical thinking skills should I use? (Comparison, 

Causation or Change and Continuity over Time) 
3. What time period is this prompt focused on?



Lesson Activity: Analyzing the Prompt 

1. How can I rephrase this prompt in my own words?
● What were the most important causes of the American Revolution?

2. What is the prompt asking me to do?
● This is a causation essay. Since it also asks for the “relative importance” of the causes, this requires us to make 

an argument about which causes we think were more important and which were less important. 
3. What time period is this prompt focused on?
●  1754-176, It is asking about the years leading up to the American Revolution. Your essay should not be talking 

about the American Revolution itself, but instead the causes of it. 



Practice: Tom Richey Annotation Guide 
When you are first annotating documents you should be taking note of 
three things:

1. QUICKLY Summarize the Content
2. What argument will the document support?
3. Can you analyze this document’s purpose, audience, historical 

situation or the author’s point of view?

You do not have use to the exact method of analyzing document that 
follows on the next page. However, the thinking should be similar. 



Practice: Tom Richey Annotation Guide 
DOC 1

Briefly summarize the document in your own words in a 
single sentence (or sentence fragment).

What argument could this 
document be used to support?

POV+ / HIPP Analysis 
(For 2 Docs)

This may be the FIRST 
thing you do.



Practice: Tom Richey Annotation Guide 
DOC 1

Briefly summarize the document in your own words in a 
single sentence (or sentence fragment).

Protesters in NC burned a man in effigy for 
supporting the Stamp Act

What argument could this 
document be used to support?

Unfair Taxation / Economic 
Meddling

POV+ / HIPP Analysis 
(For 2 Docs)

This may be the FIRST 
thing you do.

 A newspaper, informs 
public on local events, 
Not overtly biases, did 
call the gentleman 
burned in effigy 
“honorable” 



Practice: Tom Richey Annotation Guide
DOC 2

Briefly summarize the document in your own words in a 
single sentence (or sentence fragment).

What argument could this 
document be used to support?

POV+ / HIPP Analysis 
(For 2 Docs)

This may be the FIRST 
thing you do.



Practice: Tom Richey Annotation Guide
DOC 2

Briefly summarize the document in your own words in a 
single sentence (or sentence fragment).

The Townshend Acts put import taxes on paper, 
paint, lead, etc.

What argument could this 
document be used to support?

Control of Trade / Economic 
Meddling

POV+ / HIPP Analysis 
(For 2 Docs)

This may be the FIRST 
thing you do.



Practice: Tom Richey Annotation Guide
DOC 3

Briefly summarize the document in your own words in a 
single sentence (or sentence fragment).

What argument could this 
document be used to support?

POV+ / HIPP Analysis 
(For 2 Docs)

This may be the FIRST 
thing you do.



Practice: Tom Richey Annotation Guide
DOC 3

Briefly summarize the document in your own words in a 
single sentence (or sentence fragment).

British soldiers in a line firing on a defenseless 
crowd

What argument could this 
document be used to support?

Negative effects of British troops 
in the Colonies

POV+ / HIPP Analysis 
(For 2 Docs)

This may be the FIRST 
thing you do.

Boston Massacre
Paul Revere part of the 
Sons of Liberty, Meant 
to make people feel 
anger and give their 
support
May have made British 
look worse than they 
were



Practice: Tom Richey Annotation Guide
DOC 4

Briefly summarize the document in your own words in a 
single sentence (or sentence fragment).

What argument could this 
document be used to support?

POV+ / HIPP Analysis 
(For 2 Docs)

This may be the FIRST 
thing you do.



Practice: Tom Richey Annotation Guide
DOC 4

Briefly summarize the document in your own words in a 
single sentence (or sentence fragment).

British general orders supplies at Concord 
destroyed to prevent rebellion.

What argument could this 
document be used to support?

Actions of British Troops/ 
Suspension of Representative 
Gov

POV+ / HIPP Analysis 
(For 2 Docs)

This may be the FIRST 
thing you do.

Written by a British 
General, Official 
Orders meant to be 
carried out to the letter
Lexington and 
Concord (will lead to 
the first battle of the 
Rev War)



Practice: Tom Richey Annotation Guide
DOC 5

Briefly summarize the document in your own words in a 
single sentence (or sentence fragment).

What argument could this 
document be used to support?

POV+ / HIPP Analysis 
(For 2 Docs)

This may be the FIRST 
thing you do.



Practice: Tom Richey Annotation Guide
DOC 5

Briefly summarize the document in your own words in a 
single sentence (or sentence fragment).

Declaration of Independence - grievances against 
King George III

What argument could this 
document be used to support?

Troops in colonies / unfair 
taxation / control of trade / 
suspension of representative 
gov

POV+ / HIPP Analysis 
(For 2 Docs)

This may be the FIRST 
thing you do.

Jefferson the primary 
author
Over a year after the 
war began
Influence of Common 
Sense



Reflection 

What DBQ Points do you think are going to be the easiest to get and should be your first priority?

How do you like to analyze documents quickly? You do not have to use Tom Richey’s strategy but you 
should have a plan of attack. Can you do this in 10 or so minutes?



ISD Virtual Learning

 APUSH: DBQ-Thesis 
Writing
May 4, 2020



 APUSH
DBQ Practice/Thesis Statement: May 4, 2020

Objective/Learning Target:  
Students will understand how to write, and practice 

creating a thesis statement and working with documents.



Warm Up
Contextualization: In your notebooks answer 
these questions about contextualization:

1.  What is the historical context of this 
famous painting?

2. What is the Point of View of the people in 
the painting and how does that connect to 
the historical context of this event.



Warm Up
Contextualization: In your notebooks answer 
these questions about contextualization:

1.  What is the historical context of this 
famous painting?

2. What is the Point of View of the people in 
the painting and how does that connect to 
the historical context of this event.

To answer these questions you have to know what event this famous painting is depicting.  
(We have reviewed it the past few weeks and it is right after the Revolution).



Lesson Activity: Thesis Statement 
This might be great information to write in your 
notebooks so you can reference it past you 
prepare for the test.

How to write a Thesis Statement:

-Thesis must make a  claim that responds  
to the prompt rather then restating or rephrasing

-It must address all parts of the prompt 
(ex: compare and contrast)

-it must consist of one or more sentences 
located in the introduction or conclusion.



Lesson Activity: Thesis Statement
These are two examples of how to structure 
your Thesis statement if you need a place to 
start:

These are both helpful formulas.



Lesson Activity: Thesis Statement
Strong Thesis Example Weak Thesis Example



Practice: Analysis and Thesis Writing 
Now you will choose between these two 
questions.  

After you choose, you will do the following in 
your notebook:  (Keep in mind that these have 
more than 5 documents)

1.  Using HAPPY or HIPPO, analyze the 
documents:-Time yourself so you do this 
quickly.

2. Write your intro paragraph and Thesis 
statement.  (Contextualize the time period 
in the prompt with the Thesis at the end)

Conflicts in the early Republic

Conflicts in the early Republic

KEEP YOUR WORK, YOU WILL USE IT IN 
THE NEXT LESSON

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17-KJWDqfbBkF1RudGVDXb7XMuxViRP-l9A2tHKFW8u4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17-KJWDqfbBkF1RudGVDXb7XMuxViRP-l9A2tHKFW8u4/edit?usp=sharing


Reflection
You were asked to time yourself when analyzing 
the documents and writing your thesis 
statement:

How long did this process take you?

Don’t forget that on May 15th you will have 45 
minutes to complete the entire essay.

You will get faster as we practice.


